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October 23rd is Heritage Sunday

FCC is celebrating 90 years of ministry with festivities this Sunday:
dedication of a “puzzle” quilt with names of current members,
hanging the “family tree” quilt with leaves purchased in
honor of present & past members, dedication of an
. ¢ American Linden tree in the triangle area, an all-church

¢ ¢
%éb) (% photo session after each worship service and fellowship

time with “dirt pie.” Don’t miss out on this special week!

November 6™ “All Saints Sunday”

November 12th “Sisters in His Service”
Worship in the FCC Sanctuary

All women of the church are invited to participate in a
special “Sisters in His Service” time together in FCC’s Sanctuary
from 10 to 11 a.m., Saturday, November 12, The purpose of this
service is to praise God together through prayers, scripture,
singing, a story, and thoughtful readings. The service will include
a brief installation of next year’'s CWF and Godly Girlfriends
Coordinators, Officers, and Committee Chairwomen. There will
also be a highlight from this year’s Renewal.

Come, sing, and praise together! Make a joyful noise to God
in our Sanctuary on Saturday, Nov. 12t, If you'd like to stay and
enjoy fellowship (maybe the word should be “sistership”)
following the service, bring a salad to share and stay to visit while
you eat lunch in Fellowship Hall.

f”’* . » November 20" Thanksgiving Dinner

Vel

and Christmas decorating party

Church Staff: Rev. Cynthia McBride Lead Pastor
Lois Koch Business Manager, Elisa Jones Church Secretary,
Cyndi Trimmer Nursery Care, Jenny Black Preschool Director,
Amber French Director of Music, Betty Walts Organist, Roger Koch Custodian
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A Life of Learning and Love....
“Pumpkin Ponderings”

It's happening once again... the annual miracle we
call “The Pumpkin Patch.”. As I stood passing
pumpkins Sunday afternoon, I marveled again at how
many hands it takes to run the patch. There is no

i way that just one or two people could unload all
- +v those pumpkins! (Our first load this year was 22
tons. The second weighed in at about 16 tons. That’s
a lot of orange squash!) And it's not just the
unloading that takes a lot of help. There are CWF'ers who
faithfully bring home-baked goodies throughout the month, Cub
Scouts manning the tent every Monday, storytellers to welcome
school groups each day, and all of the volunteers who sell the
pumpkins! (Not to mention both members of the church and our
neighbors in Casper who purchase pumpkins and make donations
for the mission work of the church.) To me, the Pumpkin Patch is a
living parable of what the church is called to be - many hands
working happily together to share laughter, love and light as we
use our varied abilities to make a difference in the world in
Christ’s name.

After the second truck finally unloaded, I looked around
our full Patch... there are pumpkins of every shape and size - some
tall, some round, some tiny, some back-breakingly huge! There
are green ones, white ones, bright yellowish-orange and deeper-
red orange ones, smooth or bumpy, each seems to have its own
happy personality. It’s fun to watch families come to the Patch. I
enjoy seeing little children pick out their very own pumpkin. Each
pumpkin has the potential to be “THE” one - the “perfect”
pumpkin that someone is looking for... I spoke with a woman
Sunday afternoon who was patiently waiting as we unloaded the
truck. She was looking for “white ones” and explained to me that
they’re a “lumina” variety, smooth and white on the outside but
bright orange inside with a creamy texture when baked.

[ can’t help but wonder if God looks at us rather like that
lovely pumpkin patch. We're all different sizes, shapes and colors
(some of us are bumpy while others are smooth). Yet to God -
each one of us has the potential to become THE one, a perfectly
loved child of the Most High God. See you in the Patch -

Church Office hours:
Monday thru Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
(closed over the noon hour)
and Fridays 8:30 a.m. to noon.

Preschool classes: 9 a.m. to noon weekdays.

R —

4 YEAR GAS COMPARISON

2008 2009 2010 2011
1st quarter 5,360.69 6,072.17 4,545.13 3,251.55
2nd quarter 3,380.66 3,118.99 2,700.21 1,773.37
3rd quarter 336.45 237.49 249.41 344.71
October 411.20 181.33 71.35 198.95
TOTALS 9,489.00 9,609.98 7,566.10 5,568.58
Praise God for our new boiler!

Just a reminder: if you are the last one to leave the church,
please make sure windows are closed, lights turned off and
doors are locked.

Nominating Committee

The chairs of this year’s Nominating Committee are Jennifer
Hawley and Kelly Hover. If you have suggestions of people who
would serve our church well in the role of deacon, elder,
commission chair, board member or member-at-large, please give
their names to the nominating committee, or you may submit them
in writing to the church office.

You are also encouraged to think about what area of the
church’s ministry would be most meaningful for YOU to be involved
with. ALL commissions are looking for new members to join them at
the January meeting (or before).

The elders will offer an annual review for our pastor at their
next meeting. If you have feedback to help Rev. McBride or other
church staff improve their ministry, you are welcome to discuss your
ideas with any currently serving elder.



COMMISSION UPDATES - Each year, leading

up to our Stewardship Campaign, we hear from every commission
chair about the work of the various groups in the Church. Some of
their reports are shared here:

How do you define “Social Action”? First Christian
Church’s Social Action Commission defines it as reaching beyond
the walls of this church into the Casper community with Christian
love to those less fortunate, wether they are homeless, hungry or
displaced.

Every other month, alternating with Christian Women’s
Fellowship, a meal is served at the Central Wyoming Rescue
Mission. Members of the Commission prepare and serve up to 60
men, women & children. Nine months a year cakes are delivered
to our two Casper Youth homes. These Youth homes are also
remembered on Halloween, Valentine’s Day & Easter. Many hours
of volunteer service are reported by dedicated Commission
members & we know there are many in our congregation who
regularly volunteer at various non-profit organizations. Non-
perishable goods donated by the congregation are delivered once
a month to Joshua’s Storehouse. Donations of money are also
welcomed at the local food banks, enabling them to purchase more
food for the dollar through Food Bank of the Rockies. You, too, are
reaching out with love. We urge church members to sign the
volunteer hours sheet that will be placed on our church bulletin
board & report your hours of service.

The Social Action Commission has a current annual budget
of $1950. Of this amount $1200 is donated to the Interfaith Task
Force, which is a non-denominational clearing house supplying
needs for the disadvantaged. If a specific need from other
organizations is known we try to meet it within our budget.

First Christian Church is a caring church. Your Tithes &
offerings enable us to continue this vital ministry.

Medical Loan Closet

CWF members Peg Jackson and Bev Miller have begun assembling
items for a medical loan closet. Peg has a list of all available items
that she will post on the church bulletin board. If you need to
borrow an item or two or have some items to donate to the closet,
call Peg at 265-2289 or Bev at 235-0633.

Christian Women's Fellowship
CWF Group 1 is selling $1.00 raffle
tickets (or 6 for $5.00) through
November 6% for a bountiful and
beautiful basket of lovely items valued
at well over $100. The basket’s
contents were purchased, donated, and
arranged by Jane Baker. Group 1 also
has a new supply of the best dishcloth
you’ll ever use on sale for $2.00 each.
Tickets and dishcloths can be purchased in Fellowship Hall on
Sunday Nov. 6th. Raffle drawing will be held after the Sunday,
November 6% service in Fellowship Hall. You don’t need to be
present to win.
If you're interested in owning a broom that the CWF Board
sells for $7.00 each, they’ll also be available on Nov. 6th.

Do You Know That CWF Heads Up a

Care Team For FCC Members?

Do you or someone that you love need assistance? A meal
brought in? A ride to medical appointments? Someone to shop for
your groceries? Someone to sit with a loved one for an afternoon
so you can have a bit of respite? Call Twilla Herrick, CWF Care
Team Coordinator at 234-3302. She’ll try her hardest to find the
helpers you need. If you are know someone in our church is in
need of help but who is too shy to ask or who doesn’t want to
bother anyone, let Twilla or Pastor Cynthia know. We are truly here
to help!

If you have a little extra time and would like to lend a helping
hand, you can join the “Care Team” crew! You don’t need to be a
member of CWF. (Some of our church’s past helpers have included
Scouts, retired men, and youth as well as Christian Women’s
Fellowship.)

THANK YOU

To the members of CWF who fed all of our pumpkin workers when
the first truck arrived and who, so faithfully, prepare and serve
cookie receptions and funeral meals to bereaved families.

- Rev.
McBride
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Melanie Roumell

Wilma Allen
Nathan Hawley
Clifford Havner

Gladys Lindholm

Jessica Heck
Melissa Heck
Ted Grooms
Carrie Grube
Pam Steinle
Mike Slominski
Lani McBee
Dan Coey
Amy Black
Don Martin

Jack & Betty Walts
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Stan & Darlene Mclrvin
Darin & Ginni Myers

2815 Old Fort Rd.
Missoula, MT 59808

Bernice Riley
1865 S. Beverly St. Unit 112
Casper, WY 82609-3363

November Birthdays

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

ADDRESS CHANGES ~
Roger & Cecelia Miller
Village Senior Residence #235 blessings that have come to
me here in Missouri. | think
often of my time growing up in
the church & appreciate you
all so much. Kristen Zerizef &
Kenneth Hay are pleased to
announce the joining of their
lives in marriage October 13,
2011 Mt. Vernon, Missouri

November Wedding Anniversary Dates
Brent & Kim Forbis

Nov. 1, 1975

Nov. 14, 1980
Nov. 20, 1953
Nov. 30, 19XX

Dear FCC members: Just

Bill Hawks Nov. 17
2 Dave Jerde Nov. 17
2 Scott Hawley  Nov. 18
2 Brad Black Nov. 20
3 Billy Triplett Nov. 21
5 Bev Mattson Nov. 22
6 Darin Rodgers Nov. 22
8 Gayle Andress Nov. 24
8 Jon Vantrease Nov. 24
8 Ed Burgess Nov. 27
9 Cindy Selvey Nov. 27
11 Donna Klinker Nov. 28
12 Nancy Vreeland Nov. 28
14 Elaine Gross  Nov. 29
16 Julie Black Nov. 30

Ken & Kristen Hay

reside at 17240
Lawrence 2047

Miller, MO 65707

thought some of you who

remember me &/or my folks

might like to know of the

From the Business Office:
Balance on hand, August 31, 2011
Income from Pledges and Gifts

Invested Funds

Total Income

September Expenses

Balance on hand as of August 31, 2011

$3,197.68
$21,292.01
$0.00
$24,658.34
$20,616.38
$3,915.22

THANKSGIVING DINNER

On Sunday, November 20th, we’ll have a wonderFULL day of
celebration at FCC! This “Thanksgiving Sunday” our youth will
lead worship at both services. This seems appropriate, since
our Thanksgiving special offering goes to benefit Disciples
higher education. The colleges, universities, seminaries, and
divinity houses affiliated with the Disciples of Christ are an
extension of the church, challenging students to understand and
respond to God’s call to serve. Your support provides
scholarships, church relations programs, and chaplaincy offices,
and helps Disciples raise up servant leaders!
Following worship, the diaconate will
I~ host our annual Thanksgiving Dinner in
ﬁ_ ¢ Fellowship Hall. Watch the bulletin boards
for sign-up sheets on what to bring. Be
sure to invite your family and friends, not
=7 just for the meal, but for a wonderful day of
worship led by our children and youth!
Once you've had your fill of turkey -
it's time to “deck the halls” in preparation for Advent. Members
of all ages and abilities are asked to help put up our Christmas
decorations, coordinated by the worship commission. A new
twist to our decorating this year is that YOU are encouraged to
“adopt” a window in the sanctuary to decorate according to your
own chosen theme.

WINDOW DECORATORS WANTED

The Worship Commission invites any interested individuals or
groups (commissions, Sunday School classes, youth, CWF,
families, etc.) to help beautify our Sanctuary for the Christmas
season by choosing one of the 7 side windows to decorate.
There are many themes to choose from: Angels, Candles,
Poinsettias, Nativity Scenes, Wreaths, Greenery or Stars. Let
your joy for the season shine through your artistic creations.
Windows can be decorated anytime from Thanksgiving Sunday,
November 20, through Saturday, November 26. (We need to
have all windows decorated by the first Sunday of Advent which
is November 27.) Please let anyone on the Worship Commission
(Kathy Winders, Amber French, Becky Foster, or Brenda Lloyd)
know which window you would like to “claim” and have fun
sharing your Christmas spirit.




Youth Happenings ’I
We had a great time at the UW game. 0Z/ 5
Thank you to Brian & Jenny Black for driving. /y

Oct. 23 — Youth work the Pumpkin Patch ‘ P

(from 4 PM to 7 PM) v
Nov. 6 — Practice for Youth Sunday
Nov. 11-13 — Fall Retreat in Fort Collins

(Begins 4 PM Fri, ends noon on Sun.)

REGISTER NOW - forms on the bulletin board
Nov. 20 — Youth Sunday, both services

Two sponsors are needed for the fall retreat, and we will need
adults to help facilitate the Pumpkin Patch shift on 10/23.
Special thanks this month to Amanda Dowler for agreeing to
organize Youth Sunday!

SCOUT NEWS
Thank you to all of our Scouts, Scout leaders and parents who were
on hand to help unload both pumpkin truck deliveries. On their
first night of working the patch, the Cub Scouts earned $881.75.
On their Friday night and all-day Saturday shift, Boy Scout Troop
#13 had tremendous success: $5,804.50 in
pumpkin sales. Way to go, Scouts!
Once again this year, in November, the Scouts will
be selling popcorn as their fundraiser. The
proceeds help with summer camp fees and
numerous troop activities throughout the year.

Multi-Faith Dialogue Series
Have you ever wondered what people of “other faiths” really
believe? The United Church of Christ at 1511 South Melrose is
hosting a monthly series to encourage dialogue between people of
different faiths. On November 9t from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Barb Waters
will speak on Judaism. Future sessions will include Buddhism,
Quakerism, Islam and more.

PUMPKIN CENTRAL UPDATE

PUMPKINS COME AND PUMPKINS GO.... That has been our theme
for the past few weeks as we host our annual Pumpkin Patch for
the community. Though frustrated by delayed deliveries, we've
been blessed by beautiful weather and volunteers that have
helped to make our patch a huge success already. We've had over
$10,000 in sales in just the first week. THANK YOU to all who
have helped to unload, bake or sign up to work

a shift in the patch. It takes our ENTIRE Q

church community to pull this event off each "/\
year, so thanks to our FCC Family. A Special [-\ /w
PUMPKIN Thanks to our Patch Committee and () ‘
Storytime Leaders. Yrr )

PATCH COMMITTEE:
Co-Chair Becky Foster
Quality Control, Lyle Cox
Financial Accounting, Charles & Cynthia McBride
Volunteer Scheduling, Kelli Slominski
Decorations, Kelly Hover & Carmen Goodman
Storytime Scheduling, Elisa Jones

STORYTELLERS:
Deanna Budack, Kelli Slominski, Kathy Winders,
Jennifer Grooms, Elisa Jones

Thank you from the bottom of my ORANGE heart this month!

Luciano De Crescenzo has said of angels,"We are each of us angels
with only one wing and we can only fly embracing each other."
Wow!! The FCC Angels were definitely embracing
each other during the month of October and flying
high!! There were Angels who organized the Patch,
Angels who helped unload the Pumpkin Truck, Angels
who cooked and fed the helpers, Boy Scouts with
hidden Angel wings working diligently, Angels baking
in their kitchens, and all of the Angels who worked the
different shifts at the Patch.. And don't forget the many FCC
members of our congregation who are giving "above and beyond!"
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Interfaith

Interfaith of Natrona County provides a wide variety of
assistance to people in need in our community. Sometimes it may
be a stranded traveler, a family caught in a bind, or someone
temporarily unemployed who just needs a little help with rent or
utilities to avoid losing their home. Their primary purpose is: “To
prevent homelessness through provision of basic needs,
emergency services and connection to community resources.”
They provide housing counseling and case management to
promote self-sufficiency. As a central intake and referral center,
they empower numerous churches and private agencies in town to
pool our resources and thus have a greater impact on meeting
urgent needs.

Our congregation was instrumental in the beginning of
Interfaith, and we still have members who volunteer there.
Thanks to the efforts of Church Women United, Casper clergy,
social service agency directors and interested individuals,
Interfaith began providing emergency assistance in 1984. During
the past year, Interfaith helped 2,532 clients (which benefitted
5,494 family members) with housing, medical prescriptions,
transportation, and employment documents.

Part of FCC’s Social Action Commission budget includes
giving $100 per month to Interfaith. = Your dollars make a
difference! Both in the ministries we do on site and through our
combined ecumenical efforts working with others, we are
changing lives for the good. Wouldn’t it be great if our pledges this
fall increased enough that we could double or even triple our
giving to Interfaith?

HELP WANTED!!
The Membership Commission is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
We welcome women and men and young adults! Bring your ideas
and enthusiasm to our commission and you will be richly
rewarded! Help us plan activities for 2012 that develop
Fellowship, Faithfulness, and a strong sense of Family.. The
Future of FCC depends on you! Talk with Lani McBee to get

YTYTTYYYYTIXY

It's really simple.. The Membership Commission is about
Fellowship, Family, Faith, Frugality, and the Future of FCC!

The Membership Commission is not about food... It's about the
FELLOWSHIP we experience while we enjoy our food. Our budget
goes toward buying necessary supplies like napkins and paper
plates. For Worship on the Mountain and the softball tailgate,
Membership funds were used to purchase chicken, pop, hot dogs,
chips, ice cream and more.

The Membership Commission is not just about one or two
members. It is about every single member of our CHURCH
FAMILY! Our Pictorial Directory is inclusive, not exclusive, and we
attempt to get everyone's picture in it, including our shut-ins,
those in nursing homes, and even members who have moved out
of Casper, like Bill and Mary Lou Westman. The Membership
budget goes toward paying the cost of printing the directory.

The Membership Commission is not about faithlessness... it's
about FAITH! This year each member of FCC was given the chance
to share their faith story as part of our ongoing birthday
celebration. "These stories were printed in a booklet called
FOOTPRINTS to be shared on Heritage Sunday, October 23rd. The
cost of printing and compiling these stories will come from the
Membership budget.

The Membership Commission is not about frivolity, but
FRUGALITY! The work involved in making the Commitment Tree
quilt was voluntary, the cost of the materials was minimal, but the
results were MIRACULOUS! The funds raised by selling “leaves”
were used to purchase a living tree that will grow with our
congregation for years to come, and additional donations will be
used to renew our endowment funds. Also, FCC quilters got
involved and made the gorgeous Congregational Membership quilt
that we hope everyone has signed!

While the Membership Commission has spent much of its year
celebrating FCC's 90 years of ministry, we are also looking to the
future. We've planted a tree that will establish strong roots, just
as our members have established strong roots in this church. We
would like to invite anyone who has been attending FCC but has
not joined, to come along with us on our journey. We'd love to



ALL SAINTS Sunday

Worship on November 6th will include a reading of names of
those who have passed away in the last year. If you have a family
member whose name you would like included in this special time
of prayer and remembrance, please contact the church office.

Praise Service
The next “Second Sunday” Praise Service will be held on
November 13. If you would like to host a simple fellowship meal
that night, please contact the church office.

6:00 PM - Worship in the Sanctuary - Wear your blue
jeans & boots, come relaxed, bring a spirit of PRAISE to honor
Christ! INVITE your friends, family, and especially any youth,
college students or young adults you know in the Casper area.
Susan Guthrie has volunteered to give the brief evening message.
She’ll be talking about “gifts of the Spirit.” Come to enjoy
communion, praise singing and prayer.

Hebrews Bible Study The Thursday evening class taught by
Rev. Dr. Bryant Badger continues to explore the book of Hebrews.
The class meets weekly in the board room at 7:00 PM. Class is

November Diaconate

8AM Communion Preparation - Mary & Ed Burgess
8AM Serving: Amanda Dowler and Ed Burgess
10:45AM Communion Preparation - Carmen Goodman
10:45 Serving: Brent & Kim Forbis, P.J.Lantz, Elaine
Singleton, Hanna & Lacey Slominski, Jane Wallce

November Greeters:
8:00 a.m. - Harriet & Keith Ames
10:45 a.m. - Tom & Melanie Dowler

To volunteer as a greeter,
talk with Roger Cook at 234-2525.

Worship
Leaders

Donut Sunday Returns
on Sunday, November 6!

Peg Jackson and Anne Klocksiem will have their aprons on and
faces smiling as they make fresh donuts for all who come to
Fellowship Hall between the closing benediction of 8 a.m.
service and the beginning of Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. Come
and enjoy! If you make a donation for your donuts and coffee
that day, any amount beyond expenses will be given to feed the
hungry in our community...

Food for Joshua’s Storehouse

A reminder that the first Sunday of the month is
specially designated for FCC members w h o
enjoy full pantries to provide non-

perishable food items for Joshua’s

Storehouse. On the First Sunday of
each month: eat a donut, drink a cup of
coffee, contribute something to the table just
outside Fellowship Hall for Joshua’s Storehouse.
Joshua’s is especially in need this fall because of the

PPreschool Update

The “Year of the Cowboy” continues at FCC’s Preschool where
we're “bustin’ at the seams” with all of our classes full.
October 18 was our preschool night in the patch, with special
story-times and a short pumpkin program for families. Every
year, our preschool parents turn out in great numbers to
support this annual fundraiser. Thank you to FCC for letting
us share not just the wonderful facility here throughout the
year, but also inviting us to have a ‘night in the
Patch’ to share the fun of the pumpkins with
our families. What a wonderful partnership
this is between our church family and the
preschoolers, parents and teachers! We hope
to have some of our preschool students
participate in Sunday Morning Worship on
Youth Sunday, November 20th.




Sunday

30 October

8 AM & 10:45 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School

6

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
DONUT SUNDAY
8 AM & 10:45 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School

13

Fall Retreat (CYF o...
8 AM & 10:45 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School
5:15 PM Fellowship Din...
6 PM Praise Service

20

YOUTH SUNDAY
Thanksgiving Sunday
8 AM & 10:45 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School
12:30 PM Decorate Chu...

27

Advent I
8 AM & 10:45 AM Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School

Calendar

Office Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 8:30 A.M to 3:30 P.M.

Fridays - 8:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M.

Monday

31

HALLOWEEN
6 PM CSA
7 PM BSA

7

6 PM CSA
7 PM BSA
7 PM Elders Meeting

14
6 PM CSA

6:45 PM Prayer in Sanct...

7 PM BSA
7 PM Commissions
8 PM Exec. Board Mtg

21

CALL DEADLINE
6 PM CSA
7 PM BSA

28

6 PM CSA
7 PM BSA

1
7 PM

8

10 AM State Quilters

7 PM

15
7 PM

22
7 PM

29
7 PM

November 2011

Tuesday

Wednesday

November | 2

AA Meeting

AA Meeting

AA Meeting

AA Meeting

AA Meeting

9 AM Quilters

6 PM Bible Reading @ W...

7 PM Choir

9

9 AM Quilters

12 PM CWF #2

3:30 PM Staff meeting

6 PM Bible Reading @ W...

7 PM Choir

16
9 AM Quilters

6 PM Bible Reading @ W...

7 PM Choir

23

NO PRESCHOOL
Lisa gone

9 AM Quilters

10 AM Call Folders

6 PM Bible Reading @ W...

7 PM Choir

30

9 AM Quilters
3:30 PM Staff meeting

6 PM Bible Reading @ W...

7 PM Choir

Thursday

3 4

10 AM CWF board meeting
7 PM Hebrews class

Friday

Scout Popcorn sort

10 11

10 AM CWF #1 Fall Retreat (CYF only)
11:30 AM CWF #3
7 PM Hebrews class

17 18

5:30 PM Godly Girlfriends
7 PM Hebrews class

24 25
OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED
THANKSGIVING

1 December | 2

10 AM CWF board meeting

1 2 3
4 56 7 8 910
1112 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
2526 27 28 29 30 31

Saturday
5

7:30 AM Men's Bible Study

12

7:30 AM Men's Bible Study
10 AM CWF Luncheon

19
7:30 AM Men's Bible Study

26
7:30 AM Men's Bible Study

3
7:30 AM Men's Bible Study

10/18/11 9:55 AM



